120                LETTERS FROM INDIA.

village, which was full of fun. Somehow it
was one of their festivals, and there were crowds
of them buying and selling, and thumping their
drums, the only music they have. I see it will
be easy to make the house pleasant to young
ladies if we can find them. We have such a
foundation of "beaux to begin with, who naturally
have to take care of the company. I am glad
they like it. All the * Jupiter's' people sail
next week.

Monday, March 28.

All our party went up by water at 6 A.M.
Fanny and I agreed to have a few hours more
of it, and we are going to drive up in time for
one of those tiresome large dinners. However,
we shall be here again on Thursday, and our
life is now laid out in that shape. Mondays
and Wednesdays large dinners; on Tuesday
evening Fanny and I shall receive anybody
who likes to come, and it will be less fatiguing
for all parties than morning visits, and will
leave all our mornings clear, except Thursday
morning, when we shall also be at home to
everybody, and then from Thursday to Monday
we shall always be here.